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Research Training Support Grant (RTSG)
Funding for students commencing October 2019 onwards
The amount available for the entire period of your PhD is £2,000 
(increased from £1,750 on 1 October 2024).
What is Eligible:
· Funding is allocated for activities which are essential to the satisfactory completion of the student’s primary research. 
· The Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) can be used to enable doctoral students to undertake overseas and UK study visits, attend conferences including international conferences, and to cover other primary research costs, e.g. consumables or artist materials.
· RTSG can be used to provide a contribution towards the costs of travel, accommodation, and other associated costs incurred due to a student’s trip.

What is not Eligible:
· RTSG must not be used by Collaborative Doctoral Award (CDA) students to support costs of working with their external partner. CDA students receive additional funding annually to cover partner engagement costs.
· We would not normally expect a student to go on a UK or overseas study visit in the last three months of the funded period of their award.
· RTSG is not eligible for students after the end of their period of funding.  Only costs incurred, and receipts dated, during their funded period are eligible to be paid.
· Costs cannot be claimed for any expenses before the student’s award has commenced.  
· Retrospective funding applications are not normally permitted. Please contact Techne for guidance in such cases. 
· Visits to countries or areas where the Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises against travel or all but essential travel are not fundable.
· Payments for membership of professional bodies or similar.
· Costs associated with an AHRC International Fellowship award as this is funded directly by the AHRC.
1. Criteria for assessment 
· The contribution of the proposed activity to the student’s professional development and future career prospects.
· The appropriateness of the activity at the current stage of the PhD programme. 
2. The student’s record of attendance at Techne Congresses, the Welcome Event and the Techne EDI Training (2025-26) (all are mandatory events).  
3. Applying
In section 5 of the application form entitled, To be completed by the Supervisor and Student. the Supervisor and student are asked to confirm that their home institution requirements in respect of health and safety checks, risk assessments and ethics, have been followed.  It is also essential that Techne students check that they are fully insured for the activity concerned.
4. Payment
Funding for support costs which have been approved should be claimed from your home institution in accordance with their expenses policy.  For UKRI audit purposes, only expenses accompanied by receipts can be claimed. Please consult your supervisor or home institution administration for guidance on your home institution’s expenses process.

Where a student has a Needs Assessment which includes a support worker, they will need to manage this request through UKRI Disabled Students’ Allowance framework via their home institution’s Disability Support Team as these costs cannot be claimed from Techne funds.

Applications should be made on the form below by the student and their supervisor and should be sent to techne@rhul.ac.uk. All applications will be acknowledged and may be referred to the Techne Director for approval. We will endeavour to inform applicants of the outcome two weeks after submission.
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RTSG (Research Training Support Grant)
 Application Form 
No more than 200 words in any one section please

If you have any difficulties in completing this form, please contact Techne@rhul.ac.uk 

	Student’s legal name:
	

	Student’s preferred name(s):
	

	Student’s email address:
	

	University:
	

	Start date of AHRC funding (month and year):
	

	Duration of AHRC funding (in months):
	

	Are you full-time or part-time?
	

	Have you previously received RTSG funding? 
	

	Number of mandatory Congresses attended:
	

	Please confirm completion of mandatory Techne EDI training:
	

	Supervisor’s email address:
	

	PhD title:
	




	1. Brief description of the activity, including its geographic location

	

	2. How does the proposed activity relate to your primary research?

	

	3.  To be completed by the student: What is the purpose of the proposed activity?

	

	4. To be completed by the supervisor: How is the activity essential to the completion of the thesis?
 

	

	5. To be completed by the Supervisor and Applicant: 
Please confirm that Health and Safety, Risk and Ethics assessments have taken place in accordance with your institutional policies on the proposed activity.  If the student is spending time at an organisation/company, the organisation/company must be notified about any reasonable adjustments that have been agreed in consultation with the student, to ensure accessibility and inclusion. 

Please check:  At some institutions, for students to be covered by the university’s travel insurance supervisors must complete a risk assessment and travel and accommodation must be booked through the institutions travel provider. 

	

	6. Activity costs: total amount applied for and breakdown of how this will be spent.  

	

	7. Please give the name of the host organisation, the contact’s name, email address and telephone number:
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