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PhD Studentship Application Form
BBSRC Doctoral Focal Award: Engineering Biology for Green Bio-based Production (EngBio4GBP)

Guidance for Applicants
This application form may be used to apply for a maximum of two projects that have been advertised as part of the EngBio4GBP Doctoral Focus Award (DFA). When completing information related to your project preferences in Sections 2 and 8, please ensure that you clearly indicate the projects you wish to apply for.

Use this application form to type your responses directly into the designated sections and expand the boxes to fit your answers. In order to support a fair and anonymised assessment process, applicants must not include the name of their university, college, country, or any other identifying institutional information within their application.

All personal information will be redacted prior to shortlisting by assessors. This ensures that applications are anonymous and considered on the basis of academic potential, skills, and motivation only.

You are required to submit this completed application form together with: 
· Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) monitoring form
· Academic transcripts 

The academic transcripts will be viewed at a later stage by interviewers, should you reach stage 2 of the application process, to verify academic eligibility and qualification requirements. They will not be used during shortlisting.  Should you reach the final stage of the competition, you will be required to complete a formal institutional application, including providing supporting documentation. At that stage checks will be carried out, including assessing residency to ensure you are eligible for UK Home fee status.

Please strictly adhere to the stated word limits for each section, as applications exceeding these limits may not be considered in full. 

Completed application forms and supporting documents must be submitted by email to: EngBioDFA@royalholloway.ac.uk by 23.59 BST Sunday 12 April 2026

Section 1: Your name and email contact
NB this information will be hidden from assessors during the shortlisting process
Please provide your name:
	



Please provide your contact email address:
	



Section 2: Project Preferences

Project Choice 1

Project code:
	




Project title:
	[bookmark: _Hlk223423081]




Project Choice 2 (optional)

Project code:
	




Project title:
	





Section 3: Eligibility for Home Studentship
NB these studentships are only available for Home fee status students
You are normally eligible for Home fee status if you meet one of these criteria:
· You are a UK national (meeting residency requirements)
· You have settled status
· You have pre-settled status (meeting residency requirements)
· You have indefinite leave to remain or enter
· You are an Irish national
Please confirm eligibility:
☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Unsure (explain if unsure – max 100 words)
	



Section 4: Educational Qualifications
NB do NOT include institution name, location, or country
Note that to be eligible for the PhD programme, you will need to have obtained a minimum qualification of a BSc (or equivalent) in biological sciences or relevant discipline, with a minimum classification of Hons 2:1 (Upper Second-Class Honours) by the time you start the PhD programme OR you will be recipient of a Masters degree in a relevant discipline.

Please confirm eligibility:
☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Unsure or not yet completed (explain if unsure or not yet completed) – max 100 words)
	




First Qualification (Required)
Degree Title and grade (if known) or expected grade
	



Start Date (MM/YYYY):
	



End Date (MM/YYYY):
	




Second Qualification (Optional) and grade (if known) or expected grade
Degree Title:
	



Start Date (MM/YYYY):
	



End Date (MM/YYYY):
	




Third Qualification (Optional) and grade (if known) or expected grade
Degree Title:
	



Start Date (MM/YYYY):
	



End Date (MM/YYYY):
	




Section 5: Briefly describe a recent research project/activity 
Summarise a recent research project/activity and the outcomes, highlighting what has been achieved and how these aspects will help in a PhD programme (max 500 words).

Hint: This can be an internship, undergraduate project, or MSc project. How was the work organized and planned? How did you generate results, e.g., what techniques where used. How could these experiences relate to engineering biology. Were there translational aspects for application and impactful outcomes. 

	



Section 6: Motivation for Doctoral Study
Why do you want to undertake a PhD in Engineering Biology within the EngBio4GP DFA? (Max 500 words)
Hint: Use this space to describe your research interests in specific areas of engineering biology, what you enjoy about conducting research, and why undertaking a PhD is the right career choice for you. You should also reflect on the specific focus of the EngBio DFA on green bio-based production, and on the career opportunities and transferable skills that this programme would provide.
Please consider your interest in pursuing a PhD in engineering biology in a general sense. You will have the opportunity to express your interest in specific projects in the “Project Preferences” section of this application.
Response:
	



Section 7: Skills and Experience
What skills and experience do you have that would make you a good PhD researcher in engineering biology? (Max 400 words)
Hint: Use this space to tell us about the transferable skills that you already possess that will help you undertake a PhD? Provide specific examples rather than just listing the skills. For instance, examples of academic writing skills could be your final-year project dissertation, or your contributions to a report or publication. Please consider your skills to do a PhD in engineering biology in a general sense. You will have the opportunity to highlight skills and experience for specific projects in the next section, “Project Preferences”.
Response:
	





Section 8: Provide more information on your project choices
What specific skills and knowledge can you bring to the project? (Mention any courses, project or work experience you have taken that are particularly relevant to this project.)

Project Choice 1

Project code:
	




Project title:
	




Why does this project interest you? (Max 400 words)
	





Project Choice 2 (optional)

Project code:
	




Project title:
	




Why does this project interest you? (Max 400 words)
	



Section 9: Contextual and Personal Circumstances (optional)
Tell us about any personal circumstances you would like us to consider (Max 500 words)
You may use this section to share any personal circumstances that have shaped your academic or career journey. This may include (but is not limited to) experiences related to financial pressures, disabilities, caring responsibilities, racial or structural inequalities, or disruptions beyond your control. Providing this information is optional and will help the Selection Board understand your journey and potential in context.  Information provided in this section will be shared with the project supervisors you apply to and with the Selection Board, solely to support a fair and contextualized assessment of your application. Please share only the level of detail you feel comfortable disclosing and that you consider relevant.
Response:
	



Submission Checklist
NB please check you have attached all required documentation to ensure your application is considered

☐ All required sections completed
☐ Word limits respected
☐ No institution/country names included, or personal identifying information included except for in section 1.
☐ Maximum two projects selected
☐ Transcripts attached
☐ Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) monitoring form attached
☐ You are eligible as a Home student
☐ Your qualifications make you eligible for the PhD programme
☐ Submit your application to EngBioDFA@royalholloway.ac.uk
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