The Hockey Museum (THM, https://hockeymuseum.org) is the world’s first and only museum of field hockey. Located in Woking, Surrey, it is only a 30-minute train from London Waterloo station.  THM preserves, shares and celebrates the sport’s rich history and heritage both in Britain – where the ‘modern’ game started – and worldwide. THM was awarded Full Museum Accreditation by Arts Council England in 2018. It is supported by Woking Borough Council and England Hockey and works in partnership with the Fédération Internationale de Hockey Federation (FIH) to lead their work to preserve hockey’s international history.
THM is offering a three-month placement, start date flexible, to support its oral history programme by preparing existing interviews for online hosting and by conducting new interviews with members of the hockey family.  THM launched a new dedicated oral history page on its website in late 2025 with tools that improved the accessibility of its archive of oral history interviews. 
Each interview displayed on THM website has been indexed, i.e. broken down in time-stamped ‘chapters’ with subjects and keywords. All the metadata captured during this process is word-searchable across all interviews at once, as well as at individual interview level. The Museum’s oral history programme has generated a significant backlog of interviews that require indexing before they can be put live online, creating an opportunity for the placement student to learn how to use OHMS, an innovative oral history software, to improve online accessibility and the overall user experience of audio/video content. 
The placement student will receive training in the use of OHMS. After the first week of the placement on-site at the museum, indexing work can thereafter be completed from anywhere in the UK. Regular meetings with museum staff can be done via Teams or in person. Training in oral history interviewing technique and ethics will also be provided virtually through the Oral History Society if needed, with the student having the opportunity to conduct new in-person interviews of their own alongside their indexing role. Prior knowledge of hockey is not necessary; insight into the sport and its historical administrative and participatory structures will be provided by the museum’s staff.
Previous Techne placement student Felix has said about his experience on a recent, different project: "'My placement at THM was a wonderful experience. The project carries genuine impact in making research and archives more accessible to the public [...] I was also given one-to-one training, and gained a wealth of knowledge on a subject (archives) which I knew very little about at the outset. Furthermore, this experience has allowed me to take on a subsequent placement at the National Theatre Archives, which would not have been possible without the learning and self-confidence which my time at THM produced."
If you would like to discuss this oral history placement, please contact THM Curator & Museum Manager Shane Smith at shane.smith@hockeymuseum.org. To apply, please email your CV and a statement of no more than one page on why you are interested in this role to Shane.
