Whether it’s creating our own investigative shows such as Finding Natasha, winning the True Crime BPA for our show The Catch, or working with charities and media companies to create shows like the ARIA nominated Power Lines, Message Heard tells stories with purpose. Our podcasts focus on what others miss; they are driven by powerful characters with complex motivations. Everyone has a story to tell — but how do you tell it in a way that really resonates? 
We currently have several placement opportunities for PhD students from a range of disciplinary backgrounds. Each role offers the opportunity to get a unique look behind the scenes of a podcast production company, where you will work closely with industry experts to create award-winning shows. We aim to provide you the opportunity to get involved in every stage of the production process from start to finish.
These placements are offered on a full-time basis for six months and can be done remotely or in-person at our office in Finsbury Square. Please submit your application here by 10 October with an anticipated start date in November, but this can be flexible based on the individual circumstances of the candidate. Please email keiran@messageheard.com with any inquiries.
General Research & Development Assistant
Reports to: CEO & Production Coordinator
Role Summary: We are seeking a PhD student to join our content development team in a fast-paced, "revolving door" role. Your job will be to provide our team with the initial research needed to greenlight or discard projects. You will be responsible for quickly assessing a broad range of topics, from historical events to contemporary social issues in order to stress-test new show ideas and story concepts. This role is a vital part of our creative pipeline, and does not require any prior knowledge or experience with podcasting or media.
Key Responsibilities: Your primary responsibility will be researching and developing story ideas generated by the creative team. This may include: 
· Assessing the viability of story ideas.
· Conducting rapid reviews on new story ideas (e.g., reading a wide range of media coverage on a topic, evaluating the relevant academic literature).
· Developing one-page research reports on key information, historical context, and potential narrative arcs to stories.
· Fact-checking scripts.
· Participating in weekly development team meetings. 
· Liaising with production coordinators, producers, and writers.
· Auditing the Evening Standard newspaper archive for historical stories.
Essential Requirements: 
· Strong time management and organisational skills.
· Ability to carry out independent, self-guided work.
· Ability to communicate complex information clearly and concisely to the creative team and general audiences.
· A sense for creative storytelling.
True Crime Research & Development Assistant
Reports to: CEO & Production Coordinator
Role Summary: We are looking for a PhD student to join our team in the development of new true crime podcasts. Your role will be to provide authoritative context to our true crime stories and ensure the narrative is accurate, nuanced, and ethically sound. You will be an integral part of the production team, helping to shape the story from concept to completion. This role does not require any prior knowledge or experience with podcasting or media.
Key Responsibilities: You will serve as the lead researcher on our true crime podcasts. This may include:
· Assessing the viability of true crime stories and appropriate outlets for pitches.
· Conducting rapid reviews on new story ideas (e.g., researching legal history, forensic science, or the sociology of crime).
· Developing one-page research reports on key information, historical context, and potential narrative arcs to a story.
· Advising the production team on narrative and ethical considerations relating to specific stories. 
· Fact-checking scripts.
· Participating in weekly development team meetings.
· Liaising with production coordinators, producers, and writers.
Essential Requirements: 
· Background in criminology, law, sociology, or related discipline.
· Strong time management skills.
· Ability to carry out independent, self-guided work.
· Ability to articulate complex information clearly and concisely for the creative team and general audiences.
· Familiarity with the true crime landscape.
· An understanding of and respect for the ethical considerations of the true crime genre.
AI Development Assistant
Reports to: Production Coordinator & Visual Storyteller
Role Summary: We are looking for a PhD student with an expertise in creative writing and digital media to join our AI development team. The purpose of this role is to help us bring audio to life through AI generated video content (see Al Jazeera’s True Crime Reports video podcast for an example of our work). You will be an integral part of the production team, helping to shape our visual storytelling from concept to completion. The use of generative AI is inevitable in the creative industries, and we are working at the cutting edge of this technology to set a high ethical standard for its use as we expand this part of our business. 
Key Responsibilities: Your work will encompass a range of AI-related tasks, which may include:
· Writing AI video-generating prompts using both creative and technical writing.
· Contributing to the development of AI workflows.
· Editing AI video output.
· Stress-testing our proprietary AI software.
· Researching current best-practice in the ethical use of generative AI.
· Liaising with production coordinators, producers, and writers.
Essential Requirements: 
· An interest in the development of ethical AI practices.
· Keen attention to detail.
· Creative storytelling skills.
· A background in digital media.
Desirable, but not essential:
· Prior experience with AI prompting.
· Experience with UI/website management.
· Familiarity with one of the following software packages: Adobe Premier, After Effects, Photoshop.
